
Teaching to Diversity: 
All About Prompting



“Inclusion is the celebration of diversity 
put into action.” - Susan R. Sandall and 

Ilene S. Schwartz
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All About Prompting 3

● Prompting involves cueing the students 
about what behaviour(s) to perform. 

● It is used during forwards and backwards 
chaining, for discrete trial training, when 
shaping by excessive approximations (for 
getting closer and closer to the desired 
behaviour), and with FIRST/THEN.

● It is used daily and for everyone! 
● It is a way to foster independence in our 

students! 

          Discuss: What are some of the different 
ways that you prompt your students?



The Prompting Hierarchies
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Prompting Hierarchy 5



Tracking Our Prompts 6



Visual Prompting Hierarchy 7
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Reflection
Does our 
prompting 

method match 
where the 

student is at 
on the 

hierarchy?

How often are 
we 

prompting? 

How can we 
promote 
student 

independence 
through 

prompting?

Are we giving 
adequate wait 

time after 
each prompt? 

Hint: busy 
ourselves with 
another task.

Self Assess: 
Track your 

prompts (both 
quantity and 

type)!

How can we 
increase our 
use of visual 

prompts? 



★ For more information, please see the Diversity Series and the Behaviour Learning 
Cycle on Connect. 

★ Academic Instruction for Students with Moderate and Severe Intellectual Disabilities in 
Inclusive Classrooms (2010) by June Downing

★ Home Learning Series (2020) by Shelley Moore: 
https://lsdinclusivelearning.weebly.com/five-moore-minutes-special-home-lear
ning-edition.html 

★ The Prompt Hierarchies from the Behaviour Learning Cycle (PSSD)
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Credits

https://lsdinclusivelearning.weebly.com/five-moore-minutes-special-home-learning-edition.html
https://lsdinclusivelearning.weebly.com/five-moore-minutes-special-home-learning-edition.html


Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find us at: 
gorham.kourtney@prairiesouth.ca 

montague.jennifer@prairiesouth.ca 
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