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“Successful inclusive environments

create a climate of cooperation and

caring that values the processes of
problem solving and learning together.”

> — Anne Marie Richardson-Gibbs and

Diane Klein -




ualizing a Needs-Basel

Supporting All Learners

The Ministry of Education, in partnership with stakeholders including school divisions, schools,
parents/guardians, inter-ministry groups, students, and human service agencies, encourages the
actualization of a needs-based model of identifying and providing supports for students. The intent of
this process is to ensure that:

 students are provided with supports in the development and attainment of competencies and
independence;

= students have access to appropriate learning opportunities, resources, and supports;

« students are supported through differentiated and responsive instruction; and,

= students are provided with inclusive opportunities to reach their potential.

A number of significant practices that characterize this actualization include:

= creating positive, welcoming and responsive learning environments;
« differentiating instruction;

» nurturing student independence;

« screening and early intervention;

« involving collaborative, interprofessional teams;

« engaging parents, guardians and caregivers; and,

* building partnerships within the community and other agencies.
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The physical environment includes consideration for:
e Arrangement of furniture

Student and adult placement —

Lighting

Decorations

Access to materials




Room arrangements should adhere to a few basic principles:

Areas for independent, small group, and whole group work.
Avoid/minimize distractions and high congestion areas.
Ensure accessibility of materials for all students.

Ensure clear lines of sight to the teacher, board, etc. for all
students.

Ensure clear lines of sight on all students for the adults.
Ensure furniture is the appropriate size for the students.
Reduce visual stimuli - less is more!
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“Classroom clutter is anything in the
environment that doesn’t add value to
student learning... it nho longer belongs
there.” - Elaine Le Sueur







The programmatic environment includes consideration for:
e Organization and schedules

e Materials/resources
e Instruction




The programmatic environment should adhere to a few basic principles:

Consider how materials should be stored and labeled.
Ensure materials are prepared for that day/lesson.
Let visuals do the talking - visual schedules, timers, FIRST/THEN, item labels, etc.
Maintain high, yet reasonable, expectations for student learning and behaviour.
Co-create expectations with students and revisit often.

Timetable preferred activities before or after non-preferred activities.

Schedule in mindful moments and brain breaks.
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“What is the best for these students, right
now, at this point in time? Will it be

relevant and engage this group of
students? Will it spark joy?” - Patti
Forster







The interpersonal environment includes consideration for:
e Approaches
Attitudes
Beliefs
Communication
Demeanor
Proximity
Tone




The interpersonal environment should adhere to a few basic principles:
e Appropriate choices (ex. Forced Choice).
Celebrating student success.
Greetings and farewells at the doorway each day.
Know each student by name, need, and strength!
Model a calm voice, demeanor, and regulation strategies.
Provide high levels of specific praise.
Represent the students in their classroom (ex. photos, books, and toys with
diversity in mind).
e Student placement and groupings that foster communication and belonging.
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2 “Books [and other classroom resources]
can be windows and mirrors. Choose
resources that represent reflections of
your students and those that offer
ifferent worldviews.” - Naomi O’Brien
and LaNesha Tabb N




INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT
CHECKLISTS




NCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENT CHEEKLE |

Leamer-Friendly Environment Survey

ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY

=

TEACMERS MAKE TR (7S FRENCE. Toondng Stadowss wich Losvining Drvatilition o1 Mobihe and Sovmndary Lavels

i Claossover Envivonmsest Chovllist

4 well.

Ateacher who peusides  bighly s likely toc

[0 nave s cdear mmuge of what the classeosen dould look like when it is fusctioning smoothly (baee this
mmsge with the stndeats )

D estabish and display classrooes nslcs that have boen developed with mput from sudents;

D provide clei simple instractions for lessning Lasks wsd trmsilion between ks
(= | provide 3 lesson outline o help students soc e “Dig pactiee” aad 10 Back progeess teough the varsous

e adviesce i ( studenits bescfit when this infonnasn & prescnted 1o them using «
prow. oepusizers (sy ™ 3
graphic onganizes, with the inforsation offcsed i both & vised and & lexl fors);
D ersure that the students know the leaming oocosses, as well as the malerial consadesed crimcal 1o
developing & decper undenstmding of the cowese;
ide alicrmative activitics with the e costont s kearsing bt at differest
| opgin 3
levels for students with differcet neads.

[ plse cppornusises for studeats 10 tike shon breaks or 10 muke “@ifls” during lesening activitics, withoas
creating & negative effect on tie lesson flow;

D cnoourage students 1 use 4 comisiont heading forms = noie tkayg to alostify the subject, dute, unit,

O cnccurage sosdents w Keep their desks clear exceps for curment woek susacrist
[ e tha Randouts for students e wschitleral and well cepanized.

D use & consisent appeosch 10 post and keep track of Romework and sosigrescsts (this may be sn
sobebook, 4 schoal calesdar, o an anignment sheet that follows & contisens formaty:

This sarvoy wis devoped i partnership with adcatons fom Hazew cod and Rivessaw Gasden School Distacs

Retraved from the coenpurin st Sor Highdmpict Instvaction. A Framvaoied for Grow Towhing by Jim Keighe Thowsand Quks, CA
Corwin, wiw.corwinoom, Copyright © 2013 by Corwin. AT rights reservod. Reproducson aithorized cely for the Sl school séte or
oegruit 05 i 2atn that his pashased thes book.

* __Gives dear set-up and directions for task completion

aned on the observation, summarize strengths and weaknesses of universal support

in the

[0 allow sufficiest time. prior 10 the ead of cliss. for stidests 10 secved their bomework and ssigisseats, 10
if secdod, wnd v & detsdled respoase before Be clus ends;

[0 cxabiish clacs routines with which studeoss may becomse Tumilise and in which ey cus parsicipuie
without 3 geesst desd of explanation; ant

[0 provide audents with & writicn overview of course and wait plaos.

Order Rate each feature using the followlng seale:
1= or unpredi 5= istent and predictable
A 2 2 g g Physical Space: Is ical s nized to allow access to instructional materials?
Good lighting natual, so) Work centers are easily identified and col nds with instruction 12345
Comiartatie and imviing fempemtre, fumiture) «  Traffic flow minimizes physical contact between peers and maximizes teacher ‘s
mobility 12345
Everyhing has s own place Aﬂenﬂom Does the teacher nin the attention of the students prior to instruction?
Expectaons/norms/tamets posted
— Time: Does the teacher initiate instructional cues and materials to ga!n. maintain, and regain O3 posta daty schtae;
| student attention?
M 2 3 4 5 +  Materials are prepared and ready to go. 123435
. Pre-corrects are given prior to transitions. 12345
Clutter-free «  Common intrusions are anticipated and handled with 2 consistent procedure. earnin .
ek i Unexpected intrusions are mix;i’:\imd with an emphasis on ruuml:g toinstruction, | 12345 B
. Students engaged at high rates during individual work 12345
Clean foarlcapets . Down-time (including transitions) Is minimal 12345
Claan daske Rimiki. Behavior Management: Does the teacher have universal systems of PBS in place?
. Rules are posted 12345
Signs of Life +___ Rules are referred to at appropriate times 12345
. Students receive verbal praise for following rules 12345
1l 2 3 4 5 . Corrections are made by restating the rule/expectation and stating the appropriate
acement behavior. 12345
Calodu wall=/postersphatas +___ Continuum of consequences for encouraging expected behaviors 12345
Student wark dislays . Continuum of con: ences for discouraging expecied behaviors 12345
* _ Maintains a 4:1 ratio of positive to negative statements 1234
PrinkAdh avirarment Routines: Does the teacher have procedures and routines that are clear and consistently
Personality of shdents/ieacher refecied followed?
Plants Mowers/class pets : it':l:hafd:‘u : : g : : b
Class library +  Working independent]; 12345
. Special events (movies, assunblies, snacks, parties) 12345
Layout/Accessibility . Obtaining materials and supplies 12345
. Using equipment (. ter, tape players) 12345
1 2 3 4 5 . Managing homework and other assignments 12345 2
Eaty 10 mave around . Penonal belongings (c.g. coats, hats) 12345
. ring/exiting ¢l {e.g. using /drinking goingtolibrary, (123 4 5
Students can easiy acoess baaks, materils, supplies moving around room check Sor claeifh
By fekrimane Curriculum and Content: Does the teacher implement effective instruction strategies?
* __Assignments can be completed within allotted time period 12345
Age-appropriate imitimimaterials *____Content presented a1 student level resulting in high rates of ent 12345
. ently checks student learning for understandi 12345
* ___Tnstructional focus builds on student’s current and past skills 12345
12345
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BEHAVIOURS BY CHANGING

Figure 1. Steps to Changing the Classroom Environment

%  Visual from Changing
Behaviours by Changing the
Classroom Environment (2010)
by Guardino, C. A. and
Fullerton, E. in the Journal of
Teaching Exceptional Children

* What types of disruptive behaviors occur i your classroom?
When are the most disruptive behaviors occurring? Time of day! Under which type of
circumstances?

Haw are different areas of your classroom witized? Do the tasks campleted in the areas
change throughout the da? (Sometimes the library anea i# for reading but during math
it 1 foe group activities.)

Where s disruptive behavior occurring?

Are students able to work at desks without distractions? Are students able 10 work in
group areas without distractions from the surrounding environment?

|

Provide areas of personal space (Hood-Smith & Leffingwell, 1983, Visser, 2001} N
Decrease oo change placement of stimulating viswals,

Clear pathways between students and high rafficked aneas (Visser, 2000; Weinstein, 1979),
Make a clear distintion between individual versus group activity aress,

Rearrange wacher's desk (Proshansky & Wolfe, 1974; Zifferblat, 1972)

Place harriers and/or partitions in the classroom (Evans & Lovell, 1979 Gump, 1974;
Proshansky & Wolfe, 1974),

Adress acoustic quality in the classroom by eliminating objects that produce background
molse,

Modify classroom climate by adjusing lighting, air Bow, temperature,

Organize areas by adding shelves, labels. or cubbies (Evans & Lovell, 1979; Weinstein,
1979).

Rearrange student seating (o8-, coed dyads, rows) facing away from visual distractions
such as doorways and wandows.

Alter the room 10 ensure a clear line of sight

* Are you using the modifications correctly?

* Are you using the modifications consistently!

o Are the modifications being used how they were intended o be used?
© Do any modifications need rearranging, changlng, or remaval?

* Do you need 1o implement additional modifications]
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—] What What is one
j environmental environmental change you
aspects are aspects are can make to
contributing to taking away improve the
learning in from learning physical
your in your environment
classroom? classroom? in your class?

What is one What is one

Take action!

change you change you
gey gey Complete an
can make to can make to . .
. . inclusive
improve the improve the .
. . environment
programmatic interpersonal

checklist for

environment
yourself.

in your class?

environment
in your class?
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For more information, please see the Diversity Series and the Behaviour Learning Cycle on Connect.
The Adaptive Dimension for Saskatchewan K-12 Students (2017) by the Ministry of Education

Changing Behaviours by Changing the Classroom Environment (2010) by Guardino, C. A. and Fullerton, E. in the Journal of
Teaching Exceptional Children

Creating Supportive Classroom Environments by Alberta Education

Environmental Inventory by Lewis (2007), Learner-Friendly Environment Survey, and RTI Classroom Management Checklist
The First Days of School: How to Be an Effective Teacher (1997) by Wong, H. K. and Wong, R. T.

How Do We Learn and Remember? Introduction to Brain and Behaviour (2019) by Kolb et al. for EPSY 836

The Impact of Environmental Enrichment in Laboratory Rats - Behavioural and Neurochemical Aspects (2011) by Simpson J.
and Kelly, J. P. in Behavioural Brain Research

Ms. Gorham’s ABCs of Teaching and Learning for the PSSD Classroom Photographs:
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/internship-documentations-and-observations/amazing-learning-environments/;
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/classroom-safe-spaces/;
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/kids-who-read-succeed-everything-literacy/classroom-library/;
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/classroom-learning-environment-pt-3/

Saskatchewan Reads (2015) by the Ministry of Education
Teacher Clarity: It’s About Purpose, Focus, and Letting Go (2019) by Forster, P. in the English Journal

Teachers Make the Difference: Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities in the Middle and Secondary Levels (2009) by the
Ministry of Education


http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/internship-documentations-and-observations/amazing-learning-environments/
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/classroom-safe-spaces/
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/kids-who-read-succeed-everything-literacy/classroom-library/
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/classroom-learning-environment-pt-3/

Any questions?

gorham.kourtney@prairiesouth.ca
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