
Hierarchy of Visual Prompts 

Visual prompts range from concrete (level 1) to abstract (level 8). Types of visual prompts may include, but are not limited to: physical items, photographs, PECS and cartoon 
images, FIRST/THEN boards, reinforcement and visual schedules, traditional and video social stories, environmental print and signs, emojis, symbols, written words, etc.  
Adapted by Kourtney Gorham from http://asd.yourschools.ca/hearing‐loss/ 

• Independent; no support or verbal support needed. LEVEL 8 
NATURAL 

LEVEL 7   
WRITTEN WORDS 

LEVEL 6 
REPRESENTATIVE SYMBOLS 

• Written words to signify the activity/item/person as the       
    visual prompt. Ex) Written words on a schedule: "shoes on"  

• A symbol to signify the activity/item/person as the  
   visual prompt. Ex) Line/arrow towards boot rack 

• A symbol to signify the activity/item/person  
    as the visual prompt. Ex) Sign for boot rack 

LEVEL 5 
REAL SYMBOLS 

• A picture of a generalizable activity/item/person       
    as the visual prompt. Ex) Cartoon or PECS image of a shoe 

LEVEL 4 
REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 

LEVEL 3 
REAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

LEVEL 2 
REPRESENTATIVE OBJECTS 

• A picture of the exact activity/item/person      
   as the visual prompt. Ex) Picture of their shoe 

• A generalizable physical item as the  
   visual prompt. Ex) Toy shoe 

• The exact physical item as the   
    visual prompt. Ex) Their shoe 

LEVEL 1 
REAL OBJECTS 

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/aut/
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