
Teaching to Diversity: 
Task Bag Learning



“Inclusion is not simply about physical 
proximity. It is about intentionally 

planning for the success of all students.” 
- Unknown
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All About Task Bags 3

Who: Task bags are for students in PreK to Grade 12 
who are working on individualized skills, interests, 
and eIIP goals. They can be used individually or in 
small groups. 

What: Task bags (or bins, tubs, etc.) are 
individualized, hands-on activities used to address 
curricular and eIIP goals. 

Where: Task bags can be used for any subject and in 
the student’s classroom! 

When: Task bags can be used during centers, for 
additional practice, during intervention times, and 
when students have finished their work.



Why Task Bags? 4

● Adaptable to meet individual student’s needs. 
● Can be accomplished quickly (ex. 5-10 minutes to reinforce a previously learned skill). 
● Can be used in a variety of ways and settings (ex. small groups, classroom centers, etc.). 
● Cost effective and easy to make.
● Focus on student’s unique interests and strengths.
● Foster communication.
● Foster hands-on and play-based learning.·        



Why Task Bags? 5

·        

● Promote student engagement by using high-interest materials. 
● Simple to use and model for the students and staff involved in implementation. 
● Support social skill development, such as sharing, turn taking, and group problem 

solving when used with peer groups. 
● Target individualized eIIP goals and/or curriculum outcomes.



How of Task Bags 6

Step 1: Planning and Gathering Items
● What is the goal/skill that the student is to accomplish?
● How does the goal/skill connect to the their eIIP and curriculum outcomes? 
● What materials are readily available? 
● Purchase any additional needed items (ex. containers, manipulatives, etc.). 



How of Task Bags 7

The potential tasks are endless! We recommend checking out the Tasks Galore 
series, getting creative with unused classroom items, doing an internet search, 

and following the student’s lead/interests. Additional ideas can be found at: 
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/  or on 

Connect - Learning - Inclusion - Category: Task Bags. 

http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/
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Step 2: Creating the Task Bags
● Fill each Ziploc bag, bin, etc. with the 

needed items. 
● Complete the task bag template to highlight 

the skill and target vocabulary for the task. 

Template can be found at: 
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/ta
sk-bag-learning/ 

http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/
http://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/
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Step 3: Store the Task Bags
● Consider storing the task bags in a cupboard that is accessible for the students. 
● Add labels to the shelves for the predetermined categories (ex. fine motor, 

literacy, math, life skills, etc.). 
● Ensure each task bag has its corresponding template label. 



How of Task Bags 10

Step 4: Implementation/Modeling
● When will students use the task bags? (ex. set times, during centers, when they 

are finished their work, individually or in small groups, etc.). 
● Use the task bag with the students, modeling appropriate use and the desired 

skill and vocabulary. 
● If another adult is going to work with the student, model the task bag use a few 

times. 



How of Task Bags 11

Step 5: Monitor Progress
● How will student success be determined? 
● When will the student move to the next skill? 
● Have they met the vocabulary and skill requirements listed on the label?

For more information, please refer to our data-taking presentation in this series. 



Task Bag Examples
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Task Bags: Example Templates 13



Task Bags: EArly Math Skills 14



Task Bags: EArly Math Skills 15



Task Bags: Early Literacy Skills 16



Task Bags: Fine Motor Skills 17



Task Bags: Fine Motor Skills 18



Task Bags: Life Skills 19
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Reflection
What unused 

classroom 
items could be 

repurposed 
for a task 

bag?

How could 
you use task 
bags in your 
classroom?

When could 
students use 
task bags in 

the day?

Pick a 
curriculum 

outcome that 
could be 

targeted with 
task bag 
learning.

Go slow and 
steady! Start 

with a few 
task bags and 

don’t forget 
the labels!

Pick a 
student’s eIIP 

goal that 
could be 

targeted with 
task bag 
learning.



★ For more information, please see the Diversity Series and the 
Behaviour Learning Cycle on Connect. 

★ Connect - Learning - Inclusion - Category: Task Bags

★ Ms. Gorham’s ABCs of Learning: 
https://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/

★ Tasks Galore series: https://tasksgalore.com/ 
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Credits

https://msgorhamsabcs.ca/inclusive-practices/task-bag-learning/
https://tasksgalore.com/


Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find me at: 
gorham.kourtney@prairiesouth.ca
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